Title of unit:   “The Research Paper” – Lesson 1 - Introduction
Grade level:__Seniors_____Curriculum Area:___Secondary English
Time Frame:___ 1 day
Developed by:___Karen Rahn
Resources/Materials:

Power Point “The Research Paper” constructed during TTL 

Computer lab for student access to power point links

Handbook – How to Write Research Papers

Time Line for Components with due dates

Learning Outcomes/Indicators:  OR Content Standards/Benchmarks:

(covered at different points throughout the unit)

· Indicator 1: Students will use appropriate mechanics, usage, and conventions of language. 

· Indicator 2: Students will use appropriate style, organization, and form in technical, transactional, creative, and personal writing. 

· Indicator 3: Students will use various strategies and techniques to improve writing quality. 

· Indicator 4: Students will write to clarify and enhance understanding of information. 

Declarative Knowledge:


Students will understand the process and time line of the overall project.

Procedural Knowledge:


Students will begin the first step of the research paper by picking possible topics.

Essential Questions:

What is the order in which this big project is to be done?

When are these components due?

Description of task:

As an introduction to writing the research paper we will meet in the computer lab, and I will show a power point outlining the procedure. This is a power point that I constructed during TTL ’02.  I have notes that go along with it and will allow time for questions and answers. This should take about 25 minutes. The students will then be encouraged to go through the power point on their own and use each of the links. I will encourage them to look at http://www.researchpaper.com/ as they think about research topics.  I will allow 15 minutes for this before returning to the classroom.  I will at that time hand out the time tine for components with due dates and the handbook for this project, How to Write Research Papers, by Sharon Sorenson. The students will be directed to read the models on page 99 – 103 and 76 – 83. This should take them to the end of the period.

Student products/ Performances:

Having a better understanding of what is expected of them, students will come up with ideas for their research paper to explore further tomorrow. Each student will be expected to write out and bring in two possibilities to their next English class.

Criteria:

Students will hand in their two possible topics tomorrow.

