Title of unit:   “The Research Paper” – Lesson 4- Finding Resources & Writing Notes
Grade level:__Seniors_____Curriculum Area:___Secondary English
Time Frame:___7(or more) days 
Developed by:___Karen Rahn
Resources/Materials:

Computer Lab access for internet search

How to Write Resource Papers – Class handbook

Amy additional reference books that students find on their topic 

Blank notecards /recipe cards (optional)

Learning Outcomes/Indicators:  OR Content Standards/Benchmarks

(covered at different points throughout the unit)

· Indicator 1: Students will use appropriate mechanics, usage, and conventions of language. 

· Indicator 2: Students will use appropriate style, organization, and form in technical, transactional, creative, and personal writing. 

· Indicator 3: Students will use various strategies and techniques to improve writing quality. 

· Indicator 4: Students will write to clarify and enhance understanding of information. 

Declarative Knowledge:


Students will understand how to find resources and take notes on that material.

Procedural Knowledge:


Students will search for material on their topic and take notes for use in writing the paper.

Essential Questions:

Where do we find good materials?

How do you decide what to use?

Why do we have to write out notes and what has to be on them?

What is paraphrasing and when do we need to use it?

Description of task:

Students are beginning the task of research at this point. Begin in the classroom reading pages 17 – 22 of How to Write Resource Papers, “Step 4 – Preliminary Bibliography”. Remind students that a sampling of their bibliography cards will be handed in for credit on the date scheduled. Let students know that as they find sources that they want to use, they should make a bibliography card first, code it, and then write notes to correspond to that card.  This will help them in the writing of the paper. Next have them read pages 25 – 32 of How to Write Resource Papers, “Step 6: Taking Notes”.  At this point we are ready to move to the Computer Lab and begin the search. Students should look at SDLN.net to see what the local libraries have available.  Let students know that they are expected to have a variety of resources, at least three different types. Let the students go with their research, reminding them to take notes as they go. A sampling of these notes will be turned in for points toward the final project also. Since this lesson goes over several days, each day will open with a mini-lesson (5 minutes), highlighting paraphrasing, quotations, plagiarism, cross-referencing notes / bib. cards, and sharing sessions of good sites. Students will be encouraged to go to http://www.english.uiuc.edu/cws/wworkshop/index.htm for answers to many of their APA style questions.

Student products/ Performances:

Students will be working independently, finding materials that they will ultimately use in their paper. They will be responsible for completing and handing in bibliography cards and note cards. They should be asking questions or checking other resources as difficulties arise. 

Criteria:

Students will be required to hand in a sampling of their bibliography cards to show the resources they are using.  They will also be required to hand in a sampling of their note cards, both of which will earn them points toward the final project, if handed in by the date specified on the check sheet.  This will show that the students are using their time moving toward the final project. 

