Title of unit:   “The Research Paper” – Lesson 3- Outlining Your Material
Grade level:__Seniors_____Curriculum Area:___Secondary English
Time Frame:___1 day 
Developed by:___Karen Rahn
Resources/Materials:

Computer Lab with “Inspiration” program

Internet access for http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_outlin.html 

How to Write Research Papers - Handbook

Learning Outcomes/Indicators:  OR Content Standards/Benchmarks

(covered at different points throughout the unit)

· Indicator 1: Students will use appropriate mechanics, usage, and conventions of language. 

· Indicator 2: Students will use appropriate style, organization, and form in technical, transactional, creative, and personal writing. 

· Indicator 3: Students will use various strategies and techniques to improve writing quality. 

· Indicator 4: Students will write to clarify and enhance understanding of information. 

Declarative Knowledge:


Students will understand what an outline for their research paper will be like.

Procedural Knowledge:


Students will produce a working outline for their research paper

Essentials Questions:

How do I write an outline?

What information should I include in my outline?

Can I change my outline as I find new information?

Description of task:

Students will bring by reading from How to Write Research Papers, pages 22 – 24. After reading they will move to the computer lab to open up their “Inspiration” lesson from lesson 2. Students will change their idea map to outline view by clicking on the outline button on the upper left hand side of the main tool bar. This will arrange their information in outline format. At this point students should pair up with a buddy to look at points that should be revised or rearranged. Students should at this time go to http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_outlin.html to check their outline against the models there. Make any corrections, save, and then print out a copy of their preliminary outline.  Point out to the students that the reason it is important to save this outline is because they will want to come back to change it as they find new information, or if they decide to change direction as they research. Include anything that you feel is important now, and you can delete information if you find you don’t want it later. Remember that the outline is a work in progress, which purpose is to give your paper order direction. 

Student products/ Performances:

The students will use the inspiration program to put their brainstorming into outline order. As they work with peers, they will work on revision and see that this is an on going process to assist them in the overall writing of the research paper. They will produce and print off a working outline to refer to as the unit progresses. 

Criteria:

The students will be able to share their outline in peer review and do an informal self-assessment. This will later be handed in for points toward the final project before they begin their rough draft. 

