Title of unit:   “The Research Paper” – Lesson 2- Selecting a Topic & Writing a Tentative Thesis
Grade level:__Seniors___Curriculum Area:___Secondary English
Time Frame:___ 1 day
Developed by:___Karen Rahn
Resources/Materials:

Computer lab for “Inspiration” program and Internet access.

Handbook, How to Write Research Papers
Learning Outcomes/Indicators:  OR Content Standards/Benchmarks

(covered at different points throughout the unit)

· Indicator 1: Students will use appropriate mechanics, usage, and conventions of language. 

· Indicator 2: Students will use appropriate style, organization, and form in technical, transactional, creative, and personal writing. 

· Indicator 3: Students will use various strategies and techniques to improve writing quality. 

· Indicator 4: Students will write to clarify and enhance understanding of information.
Declarative Knowledge:


Students will understand what is a workable research topic and thesis statement.

Procedural Knowledge:


Students will decide on a research topic and write a tentative thesis statement.

Essential Questions:

What would be a good topic to do a research paper on?

How do you narrow down your topic?

What makes a good thesis statement?

Description of task:

Students will begin class by sharing their possible topics and the reasons for their choices. Students will read pages 10 – 15 in their handbook. After reading these pages, we will go to the computer lab.  Students will use the “Inspiration” program to web-out their topics. They should open “Inspiration”, go to file – then template – then scroll down to Thinking-Idea Map – open. Follow directions to brainstorm ideas for your research.  Students may work in pairs on this project if they choose. They may fill out maps for one or more ideas, and then choose which one they would like to pursue as their project. Once this project is done they may go to www.sdln.net to begin searching for information on their subject until the end of the period. Homework assignment will be to have a tentative thesis statement that follows the guidelines outlined in the reading material. Remind them to keep track of anything they find that looks interesting.
Student products/ Performances: Each student will fill out and hand in a completed Idea Map showing the different research directions to be pursued in his/her selected topic by the end of the period.  They should have their tentative thesis statement handed in by the beginning of the next English class.  
Criteria:

This will complete the first component for the check sheet and students will receive points for on time completion.
