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SD Content Standard Goals (SD Content Standards):


Communications/Language Arts


Students will use writing effectively for different audiences and specific purposes.

SD Content Standard Indicators:

· Indicator 1: Students will use appropriate mechanics, usage, and conventions of language. 

· Indicator 2: Students will use appropriate style, organization, and form in technical, transactional, creative, and personal writing. 

· Indicator 3: Students will use various strategies and techniques to improve writing quality. 

· Indicator 4: Students will write to clarify and enhance understanding of information. 

SD Content Standard Benchmarks:

1a. apply complex conventions of language in written work. 

1b. use varied, extensive vocabulary and accurate spelling in written work. 

1c. revise and edit written work using essential and refined conventions of standard English. 

2a. analyze and use appropriate organization based on the established writing purpose and intended audience. 

2b. evaluate and use appropriate writing style based on the established purpose and intended audience. 

2c. analyze and use the writing format required for a specific type of publication. 

3a. analyze the styles of various authors to model effective writing. 

3b. seek, evaluate, and use recommendations from others to improve writing consistency and coherence. 

3c. write on a routine basis to gain confidence in personal work and to refine voice and authority as an author. 

4a. write to clarify thinking and what is known about various topics. 

4b. write to analyze, synthesize, interpret, and use new information. 

4c. use multiple examples from print and electronic sources to support personal interpretations. 

Other Content Standards:

Brief Summary of Unit:

Students will learn how to write a research paper. Lessons will be presented on individual steps, which explain the process of this type of writing. Students are expected to hand in samples of each step on a given time line for points toward a final grade. Breaking things down and keeping to a schedule will help the student stay on task and relieve the stress of a large project. Students will be expected to complete and hand in a research paper as a final project.  

Students will Understand:

Students will synthesize information from various resources in order to display a complete and well-documented understanding of a subject, following a prescribed format.

Essential Questions to Guide this Unit and Focus Teaching and Learning:
What is a good research topic and how do you go about researching it?

How do you report the findings of your research on a topic, giving proper credit for your sources?

How do you summarize information from many different sources to give credence and validity to a belief or statement?

How do you organize your material into a logical, easy to follow format?

What is a style format and how do you apply it to your writing?

Key Knowledge and Skills Students will Acquire:

The students will demonstrate a knowledge of research, paraphrasing, following an outline, revising, and  following a style format.

They will also be able to show progress on a long-term project by meeting deadlines along the way.

Assessment Plan:

Formative: Samplings of each step will be handed in on a time schedule for credit.

Summative: A complete, in-depth research paper will be handed in for a grade. The students will have a copy of the rubric, which will address the scoring of this paper from the beginning so that they are aware of how they will be scored.

Learning Activities:

We will begin the unit by a power point presentation, which highlights the parts of the unit. Lessons will be presented on selecting a topic and finding resources, writing notes and paraphrasing, following an outline for logical order, giving credit through citation, and putting it all together in a style format. Each of these lessons will be followed by practice as the student writes his or her own research paper.  These lessons will incorporate technology through the use of power point, internet searches, “Inspiration” webs, an excel graph, and extensive word processing. 
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